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Half Bad 
Sally Green 

Meet Nathan Byrn . . .He's half White 

Witch, half Black Witch. His mother was a 

healer, his father is a killer. He's been 

kept in a cage since he was fourteen. But if 

White Witches are good and Black Witches 

are evil, what happens if you are both?  

The Lord of the Rings 

J R R Tolkien 

In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo 

Baggins finds himself faced with an 

immense task, as the Ring is entrusted to 

his care. He must leave his home and make 

a perilous journey across the realms of 

Middle-earth to the Crack of Doom, deep 

inside the territories of the Dark Lord.  

Hobbit 
J R R Tolkien 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of 

Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit, who embarks 

on a strange and magical adventure.  

Fantasy 

Stories that include magical or impossible elements, such as talking ani-

mals, witches or fairies. Stories with magic, superpowers or other things 

that do not exist in reality. 



 

A Discovery of Witches 

Deborah Harkness 

When historian Diana Bishop opens an alchemical 

manuscript in the Bodleian Library, it's an 

unwelcome intrusion of magic into her carefully 

ordered life.    

Six of Crows 

Leigh Bardugo 

Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. 

Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand 

between the world and destruction - if they don't 

kill each other first.   

Across the Nightingale Floor 

Lian Hearn 

In his black-walled fortress at Inuyama, the 

murderous warlord, Iida Sadamu, surveys his 

famous nightingale floor. Constructed with 

exquisite skill, it sings at the tread of each human 

foot. No assassin can cross it unheard.   

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

Lewis Carroll 

Curious Alice, the bossy White Rabbit, the 

formidable Queen of Hearts and the Mad Hatter 

are among the best-loved, most iconic literary 

creations of all time.   

The Sword of Shannara 

Terry Brooks 

Long ago, the world of the Four Lands was torn 

apart by the wars of ancient Evil. But in the Vale, 

the half-human, half-elfin Shea Ohmsford now 

lives in peace - until the mysterious, forbidding 

figure of the druid Allanon appears, to reveal that 

the supposedly long dead Warlock Lord lives again.   



Shadow Mancer 

G P Taylor 

Packed full of history, folklore and 

smuggling, Shadowmancer is a tale of an epic battle 

that will grip both young and old. The thrills, 

suspense and danger are guaranteed to grab the 

attention and stretch imaginations to the limit.   

Clariel 

Garth Nix 

Sixteen-year-old Clariel is not adjusting well to 

her new life in the city of Belisaere, the capital of 

the Old Kingdom.  And in Belisaere she is forced to 

follow the plans, plots and demands of everyone, 

from her parents to her maid to the sinister Guild 

master Kilip.    

Witch and Wizard 

James Patterson 

The world is changing - the government has seized 

control of every aspect of society, and now kids 

are disappearing.  

Magonia 

Maria Dahvana Headley 

Maria Dahvana Headley's soaring YA debut is a 

fiercely intelligent, multi-layered fantasy where 

Neil Gaiman's Stardust meets John Green's The 

Fault in Our Stars in a story about a girl caught 

between two worlds . . . two races . . . and two 

destinies.   

A Court of Thorns and Roses 

Sarah J Maas 

Feyre's survival rests upon her ability to hunt and 

kill - the forest where she lives is a cold, bleak 

place in the long winter months. So when she spots 

a deer in the forest being pursued by a wolf, she 

cannot resist fighting it for the flesh. But to do 

so, she must kill the predator and killing something 

so precious comes at a price ...    



Fahrenheit 451 
Ray Bradbury 

The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set 

in a not-too-distant future where books 

are burned by a special task force of 

firemen.     

Grass-Hopper Jungle 
Andrew Smith 

In the small town of Ealing, Iowa, Austin 

and his best friend Robby have accidentally 

unleashed an unstoppable army. An army of 

horny, hungry, six-foot-tall praying 

mantises that only want to do two things. 

This is the truth. This is history. It’s the 

end of the world. And nobody knows 

anything about it.   

Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 
Douglas Adams 

It’s an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for 

Arthur Dent until his house gets 

demolished. The Earth follows shortly 

afterwards to make way for a new 

hyperspace bypass and his best friend has 

just announced that he’s an alien.  

Science Fiction 

Science fiction is a genre of fiction in which the stories often tell about 

science and technology of the future. Science fiction texts are often set in 

the future, in space, on a different world, or in a different universe or 

dimension.  



1984 

George Orwell 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the 

sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith 

skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the 

Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the 

totalitarian world he lives in, which demands 

absolute obedience and controls him through the 

all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big 

Brother, symbolic head of the Party.   

The Day of the Triffids 

John Wyndham 

When a freak cosmic event renders most of the 

Earth's population blind, Bill Masen - one of the 

lucky few to keep his sight - finds himself trapped 

in a London jammed with sightless mobs who prey 

on those who can still see. But another menace 

stalks blind and sighted alike. With nobody to stop 

them the Triffids - walking carnivorous plants with 

lethal stingers - rise up as humanity stumbles and 

falls . . . 

2001: Space Odyssey 

Sir Arthur C Clarke 

On the moon an enigma is uncovered. So great are 

the implications that, for the first time, men are 

sent out deep into the solar system. But, before 

they can reach their destination, things begin to go 

wrong, horribly wrong...   

The War of the Worlds 

H G Wells 

It is approaching the end of the 19th century, the 

night after a shooting star is seen streaking 

through the sky from Mars, a cylinder is 

discovered on Horsell Common in London. At first, 

locals approach the cylinder carrying just with a 

white flag - only to be promptly killed by an all-

destroying heat-ray, as the terrifying tentacled 

invaders emerge.  



The Giver 

Lois Lowry 

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no 

pain. No one in the community wants for anything. 

Everything needed is provided. And at twelve years 

old, each member of the community has their 

profession carefully chosen for them by the 

Committee of Elders.   

Slaughterhouse Five 

Kurt Vonnegut 

Prisoner of war, optometrist, time-traveller - 

these are the life roles of Billy Pilgrim, hero of 

this miraculously moving, bitter and funny story of 

innocence faced with apocalypse. 

The Time Machine 

H G Wells 

When a Victorian scientist propels himself into the 

year 802,701 AD, he is initially delighted to find 

that suffering has been replaced by beauty, 

contentment and peace. Entranced at first by the 

Eloi, an elfin species descended from man, he soon 

realises that this beautiful people are simply 

remnants of a once-great culture - now weak and 

childishly afraid of the dark.   

Only Ever Yours 

Louise O’Neill 

Eves are designed, not made. The School trains 

them to be pretty. The School trains them to be 

good. The School trains them to Always be Willing.   

The Knife of Never Letting Go 

Patrick Ness 

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And 

you can hear everything they think. And they can 

hear everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in 

with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month 

away from the birthday that will make him a man. 

But his town has been keeping secrets from him. 

Secrets that are going to force him to run...   



Birdsong 
Sebastian Faulks 

Stephen Wraysford arrives in Amiens in 

northern France in 1910 and falls in love 

with unhappily married Isabelle. But, with 

the world on the brink of war, the 

relationship falters, and Stephen 

volunteers to fight on the Western Front, 

he experiences the unprecedented horrors 

of that conflict. 

Catch 22 
Joseph Heller 

Set in the closing months of World War II, 

this is the story of a bombardier named 

Yossarian who is frantic and furious 

because thousands of people he has never 

met are trying to kill him.   

Annexed 
Sharon Dogar 

Peter van Pels and his family are locked 

away in there with the Franks, and Peter 

sees it all differently. He's a boy, and for a 

boy it's just not the same. What is it like 

to be forced into hiding with Anne Frank, 

to hate her and then find yourself falling in 

love with her?  on his way to the front line . 

War 

A war novel in which the primary action takes place in a field of armed 

combat, or in a domestic setting (or home front) where the characters are 

preoccupied with the preparations for, or recovery from, war. 



Postcards from no-man’s land 

Aidan Chambers 

An intensely moving and richly layered novel, 

spanning 50 years, which powerfully evokes the 

atmosphere of war while brilliantly interweaving 

Jacob's exploration of new relationships in 

contemporary Amsterdam.     

A Farewell to Arms 

Ernest Hemingway 

In an unforgettable depiction of war, Hemingway 

recreates the fear, the comradeship, the courage 

of his young American volunteers and the men and 

women he encounters along the way with conviction 

and brutal honesty.    

Last Train to Istanbul 

Ayse Kulin 

When the Nazis invade France, the exiled lovers 

Selva and Rafael will learn that nothing—not war, 

not politics, not even religion—can break the bonds 

of family.   

If I die in the Combat Zone 

Tim O’Brien 

This intensely personal novel about one foot 

soldier’s tour of duty in Vietnam established Tim 

O’Brien’s reputation as the outstanding chronicler 

of the Vietnam experience for a generation of 

Americans.   

All Quiet on the Western Front 

Erich Maria Remarque 

In 1914 a room full of German schoolboys, fresh-

faced and idealistic, are goaded by their 

schoolmaster to troop off to the 'glorious war'. 

With the fire and patriotism of youth they sign up. 

What follows is the moving story of a young 

'unknown soldier' experiencing the horror and 

disillusionment of life in the trenches.   



Milkweed 

Jerry Spinelli 

He’s a boy who lives in the streets of Warsaw. He’s 

a boy who steals food for himself and the other 

orphans. He’s a boy who wants to be a Nazi some 

day, with tall shiny jackboots and a gleaming Eagle 

hat of his own. Until the day that suddenly makes 

him change his mind.    

Between Shades of Gray 

Ruta Sepetys 

One night fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother and 

young brother are hauled from their home by 

Soviet guards. An unimaginable and harrowing 

journey has begun. Lina doesn't know if she'll ever 

see her father or her friends again. But she 

refuses to give up hope.  

Saving Rafael 

Leslie Wilson 

You're fifteen years old. You're in love. Only this 

is Nazi-ruled Berlin and he's a Jew, so it's against 

the law to love him. There are spies everywhere. 

And they're taking the last Jews away from Berlin. 

To the gas chambers.   

War and Peace 

Leo Tolstoy 

Tolstoy’s beguiling masterpiece entwines love, 

death and determinism with Russia’s war with 

Napoleon and its effects on those swept up by the 

terror it brings.   

The Book Thief 

Markus Zusak 

1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 

breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-

year-old girl, is living with a foster family on 

Himmel Street. Her parents have been taken away 

to a concentration camp. This is her story and the 

story of the inhabitants of her street when the 

bombs begin to fall.   



The Hound of the 
Baskervilles 
Sir Arthur Conon Doyle 

The Baskerville family is haunted by a 

phantom beast "with blazing eyes and 

dripping jaws" which roams the mist-

enshrouded moors around the isolated 

Baskerville Hall on Dartmoor. Now the 

hound seems to be stalking young Sir 

Henry, the new master of the Baskerville 

estate... 

The Bunker Diary 
Kevin Brooks 

The Bunker Diary is award-winning, young 

adult writer Kevin Brooks's pulse-pounding 

exploration of what happens when your 

worst nightmare comes true - and how will 

you survive?  

Looking for JJ 
Anne Cassidy 

Looking for JJ explores the circumstances 

and motives behind the murder of a child - 

by her friend. Six years later, JJ has now 

been released, and has a new identity. But 

is there any way that she can lead a 

"normal" life?  

Crime 

Crime fiction is the genre of fiction that deals with crimes, their 

detection, criminals, and their motives.   



 

Angels and Demons 

Dan Brown 

CERN Institute, Switzerland: a world-renowned 

scientist is found brutally murdered with a 

mysterious symbol seared onto his chest.  In a 

breathtaking race against time, Harvard professor 

Robert Langdon must decipher a labyrinthine trail 

of ancient symbols if he is to defeat those 

responsible ...   

Deja Dead 

Kathy Reichs 

Dr Temperance Brennan is convinced that a serial 

killer is at work. But when no one else seems to 

care, her anger forces her to take matters into 

her own hands. Her determined probing has placed 

those closest to her in mortal danger, however.    

Flesh and Blood 

Simon Cheshire 

Sam Hunter's neighbours are pillars of the 

community, the most influential people in town. But 

they're liars too. The Greenhills are hiding 

something and Sam's determined to find out what 

it is.  Uncovering the horror is one thing ...escaping 

is another.   

The Walled City 

Lauren Child 

Joshua is a troubled boy who lives in a divided city, 

where a wall and soldiers separate two 

communities. Joshua discovers a manhole, which 

leads to a tunnel, which leads in pitch darkness 

under the wall and across to the other side. 

Forbidden territory, dangerous territory, violent 

territory, which a boy like him - visibly different - 

shouldn't stray into.   

 



 

The Lovely Bones 

Alice Seabold 

My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, 

Susie. I was fourteen when I was murdered on 

December 6, 1973. My murderer was a man from 

our neighborhood. My mother liked his border 

flowers, and my father talked to him once about 

fertilizer.   

The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-time 

Mark Haddon 

The detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. 

Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's 

Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about maths 

and very little about human beings.  He has never 

gone further than the end of the road on his own, 

but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he 

sets out on a terrifying journey which will turn his 

whole world upside down.   

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd 

Agatha Christie 

Roger Ackroyd knew too much. He knew that the 

woman he loved had poisoned her brutal first 

husband. He suspected also that someone had been 

blackmailing her. Now, tragically, came the news 

that she had taken her own life with a drug 

overdose.      

Brighton Rock 

Graham Greene 

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld 

of Brighton. Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, malign and 

ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can escape 

retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, 

life-embracing Ida Arnold.   

 



When Mr. Dog Bites 
Brian Conaghan 

Dylan Mint has Tourette's. Being sixteen is 

hard enough, but Dylan's life is a constant 

battle to keep the bad stuff in - the 

swearing, the tics, the howling dog that 

seems to escape whenever he gets 

stressed... But a routine visit to the 

hospital changes everything.      

Age of Miracles 
Tom Ellen 

What if our 24-hour day grew longer, first 

in minutes, then in hours, until day becomes 

night and night becomes day? What effect 

would this slowing have on the world? On 

the birds in the sky, the whales in the sea, 

and on an eleven-year-old girl, grappling 

with emotional changes in her own life..?  

A Child called it 
Dave Pelzer 

Dave Pelzer was brutally beaten and 

starved by his emotionally unstable, 

alcoholic mother - a mother who played 

tortuous, unpredictable games. She no 

longer considered Dave a son, but a slave; 

no longer a boy, but an 'it'.  

Teenage Kicks 

Teenage Kicks literature is a genre of fictional writing used to tackle 

teenage issues. These books are emotional and hard-hitting. 



The Wasp Factory 

R J Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He 

does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on 

his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 

kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 

screaming in playgrounds.  

Lord of the Flies 

William Golding 

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the 

only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on 

the beach and wait to be rescued. By day they 

inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark 

blue seas, but at night their dreams are haunted 

by the image of a terrifying beast.    

Amy and Matthew 

Cammie McGovern 

This is the story of Amy and Matthew. It may not 

be a fairy tale romance or set in an imagined world 

far from our own. But the love they share is real. 

And yes, there's magic in it.    

Bomb Maker 

Claire McFall 

The English government have closed the borders 

with their Celtic neighbours. Any Celt found in 

England is branded with a tattoo, found twice they 

are executed. Scottish Lizzie is the 'property' of 

psychopathic London gang boss Alexander. Can 

Lizzie escape Alexander's deadly grip and at what 

price her betrayal?   

One Flew over the Cuckoo Nest 

Ken Kesey 

Tyrannical Nurse Ratched rules her ward in an 

Oregon State mental hospital with a strict and 

unbending routine. But her regime is disrupted by 

the arrival of McMurphy - the swaggering, fun-

loving trickster with a devilish grin who resolves to 

oppose her rules on behalf of his fellow inmates.  



 

 

Refugee Boy 

Benjamin Zephaniah 

Alem is on holiday with his father for a few days in 

London. He has never been out of Ethiopia before 

and is very excited. They have a great few days 

together until one morning when Alem wakes up in 

the bed and breakfast they are staying at to find 

the unthinkable. His father has left him.    

The Outsiders 

S E Hinton 

The Socs' idea of having a good time is beating up 

Greasers like Ponyboy. Ponyboy knows what to 

expect and knows he can count on his brothers and 

friends - until the night someone takes things too 

far.    

Junk 

Melvin Burgess 

The love story of two runaway teenagers, Gemma 

and Tar, and their struggles with heroin addiction. 

Winner of the Carnegie Medal and the Guardian 

Children’s Fiction Prize.     

The Colour Purple 

Alice Walker 

Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and 

segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 

'father', she has two children taken away from 

her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie 

and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But then she 

meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic

-maker - a woman who has taken charge of her own 

destiny.   

 



Dracula 
Bram Stoker 

On his way to the count's castle he is 

warned by many, even provided with 

crucifixes, and almost attacked by 

wolves.      

Miss Peregrines Home 
for Peculiar Children 
Ransom Riggs 

As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms 

and hallways, it becomes clear that the 

children were more than just peculiar. They 

may have been dangerous. They may have 

been quarantined on a deserted island for 

good reason. And somehow—impossible 

though it seems—they may still be alive. 

The Woman in Black 
Susan Hill 

Arthur Kipps is summoned to attend the 

funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the sole 

inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, unaware of 

the tragic secrets. The house stands at the 

end of a causeway, wreathed in fog and 

mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a 

wasted young woman, dressed all in black, 

that a creeping sense of unease begins to 

take hold ... 

Horror 

Horror fiction are intended to, or have the capacity to frighten, scare or 

startle their readers by inducing feelings of horror and terror. 



The Ghost Hunters 

Neil Spring 

When Harry and Sarah are invited to Borley 

Rectory - a house so haunted that objects 

frequently fly through the air unbidden, they're 

sure that this case will be just like any other. But 

when night falls the ghost hunters are forced to 

confront an uncomfortable possibility: the ghost of 

Borley Rectory may be real.    

The Turn of the Screw 

Henry James 

A very young woman's first job: governess for two 

weirdly beautiful, strangely distant, oddly silent 

children, Miles and Flora, at a forlorn estate...An 

estate haunted by a beckoning evil.     

Fluke 

James Herbert 

He was a stringy mongrel, wandering the streets of 

the city, driven by a ravenous hunger and hunting a 

quarry he could not define. But he was something 

more. Somewhere in the depths of his 

consciousness was a memory clawing its way to the 

surface, tormenting him, refusing to let him rest. 

The memory of what he had once been. A man . . .    

I am Legend 

Richard Matheson 

Robert Neville is the last living man on Earth ... but 

he is not alone. Every other man, woman and child 

on the planet has become a vampire, and they are 

hungry for Neville's blood.   

The Haunting of Hill House 

Shirley Jackson 

Four seekers have arrived at the rambling old pile 

known as Hill House.  As they begin to cope with 

horrifying occurrences beyond their control or 

understanding, they cannot possibly know what lies 

ahead. For Hill House is gathering its powers - and 

soon it will choose one of them to make its own.  



Frankenstein 

Mary Shelley 

Victor Frankenstein driven by the mad dream of 

creating his own creature, experiments with 

alchemy and science to build a monster stitched 

together from dead remains.   

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

R L Stevenson 

In seeking to discover his inner self, the brilliant 

Dr Jekyll discovers a monster.   

Dark Matter 

Michelle Paver 

January 1937. Twenty-eight year old Jack is poor, 

lonely and desperate to change his life. So when 

he's offered the chance to join an Arctic 

expedition, he jumps at it.  But the Arctic summer 

is brief. As night returns to claim the land, Jack 

feels a creeping unease. One by one, his 

companions are forced to leave. And Gruhuken is 

not uninhabited. Jack is not alone. Something walks 

there in the dark...     

A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since 

his mother first fell ill, ever since she started the 

treatments that don't quite seem to be working. 

But tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, 

there's a visitor at his window. It’s ancient, 

elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the 

most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants 

the truth.    

Christine 

Steven King 

Christine was eating into his mind, burrowing into 

his unconscious. Christine, blood-red, fat, and 

finned, was twenty. Her promise lay all in her past. 

Greedy and big, she was Arnie's obsession, a '58 

Plymouth Fury. Broken down but not finished. 

There was still power in her - a frightening power . 


